
  
   
                                                       
                                                         
 
 
                                                          
                                                           
 

Woodside Gardens 
MUNDFORD ROAD, CRANWICH 

TEL: 01842 878741 

AFTER HARVEST PRICE CHANGES 
 

Layers Mash/Pellets....... 25kg £6.00 
Mixed Corn.................. 20kg £4.50 
................................. 25kg £3.50 
Wheat Bunny brunch mix20kg £6.50 
Horse & Pony Mix......... 20kg £5.50 
Horse & Pony Nuts........ 20kg £5.50 
Hamster Mix................ 20kg £7.00 
Guinea Pig Mix............. 20kg £7.00 
Valumix Dog Food........ 15kg £10.00 
Norfolk Gold Dog Food.. 20kg £11.50 
Hay............................ Large Bale £3.00 
Straw.......................... Large Bale £2.00 

FOR YOUR FAMILY 
 

FRESH FREE RANGE EGGS HOME 
PRODUCED 

 

Extra large £1.60 doz. 

Large £1.50 doz. 

Medium £1.40 doz. 

Pullets eggs (small) 60p doz. 

WHILE STOCKS LAST 
 

Also available from our Woodside Garden Café, a 
wide range of meals and snacks, and savoury & fruit 

pies to TAKEAWAY. 
 

OPEN EVERY DAY 7.30AM-6.30PM 
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Greenway Interiors 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Carpentry Plastering Decorating 
54, Cromwell Road, Weeting. 
Tel 01842 812567. Mobile 
07766013485. Phone today for a 
free quote 
We're not just a company - we care 
 
Graham Smith & Sons 
Pest & Vermin Control for homes, 
farms and businesses. 24hr/7-day 
service. Local family business (Clover 
Farm, Mundford) 
Tel. 01842 879904, Mob. 07946 
733188 
 
D W Services  
Gardening and T V Aerials. Grass 
Cutting, Hedge trimming, Tree pruning 
and general garden work. Also 
Digital TV aerials fitted, CCTV, Signal 
boosters etc 
Tel. 01366 728403 
Mobile 07752 587111 
 
D.E.T. T.V. Service - Repairs to  
TV’s, VCR’s and Microwaves. Fast 
reliable service. John Clifford. 01842 
878486. 

Classified Adverts Feeling Stressed? Why not treat 
yourself (Or someone else) to a 
relaxing massage by a fully qualified 
Therapist. Fully BABTAC recognised 
and insured. Gift vouchers available. 
Body massage £17.50 (1 hour), Back 
massage, £12.50 (half hour). Contact 
Shelly Farrow on 01366 328835 or 
07881 904099. 
 
E.G. Dack 
Approved Electrician, 25 years 
Experience. Small Jobs Electrical. 
Tel. 01366 728118, Mobile 
07766637077 
 
B.R. Garden Services, mini-digger 
hire (self-drive or with driver), holiday 
home maintenance, foundations and 
driveways, grass cutting service, turf 
laying and pruning. 07774 724366. 
 
Lose 2-5lbs a week using natural 
products. Free telephone assessment 
with an advisor. 
Dietworks (0845) 1662157 
 
Versa - Tile, for all your tiling needs. 
Mosaic - natural stone - slate and all 
ceramics. Andrew Waters. 
Over 25 years experience. Tel Mobile 
07767 343691. 

Opening Times for Winter 
12 noon - 2. 30 pm 
5pm       10. 30 pm 
Monday to Friday 
12 noon - 4pm 
5pm - 11 pm 
Saturday and Sunday 

Food Daily 
12 noon - 2pm 
6pm - 9 pm 
Sunday Lunch 
12.30 pm - 3pm 
Evening Meal 
6pm 8pm  

Senior Citizens 2 course lunch every Wed £5. 95 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas 
 and a Happy New year 

The Crown Inn     Tel. 01366727317 

Many Thanks 
 
We would like to express our thanks 
to Kim and her team at the Rainbow 
Riding School for putting on such a 
wonderful Halloween Party. 
 
A r o u n d  3 0  c h i l d r e n  a l l  c a m e  
beautifully dressed or should I say 
scarily dressed, and the horses and 
ponies were also dressed up in the 
appropriate costumes, we had a fairy, 
a devil, an old maid and a princess 
and many more, you had to be there to 
see it !  
 
Great fun was had by all children, 
adults and horses with plenty of 
sweets, food and games. 
 
Many thanks Kim for a great night. 
Mandy, Victoria and Emily 
Lavender 

Local collector seeking any books 
by B B (D.J. Watkins – Pitchford). 
Could be Children’s, Fishing or 
Countryside. Good price paid. 
Please Phone 01366727018 

Issue Dec 2007/Jan 2008 
Copy date for the next issue is; 

24th January 2008 
copy@northwold.net 
Tel. 01366 728233 

The  Editor and his team would like to wish all our residents 
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy new Year 

And what better way to start 
getting into the Christmas 
spirit  than to come to the 
C h u r c h  o n  S u n d a y  9 t h  
December at 6.  30 pm to 
celebrate the Christmas Tree 
festival with  carols stories, 
Poems, music and all the 
things that make for this 
t r ad i t iona l  ce leb ra t ion .  
Judging by the last two years 
it will be advisable to get 
there in good time as the 
Church will no doubt be full to overflowing. There are 

25 trees this year which will be illuminated for the festival as usual.  Joe will be 
starting the event in the traditional way just as he did last year which was nothing 

short of brilliant, and  all done in the light of the trees . Should be a good 
night !!!! 
 
 Regrettably Winston says sorry he won't be there, as he is busy  
revealing  his identity on page 10 

And while we are on the subject 
of  forthcoming events in the 
Church we mustn't forget that 
very important event  
 
The Christingle Service 
 Which will be held this year on 
Sunday 16th December at 4pm. 
 
If your child would like to receive 
a Christingle at the Service, 
please see jenny Langley for a 
Donation Envelope before the 
12th December. 
Contact Telephone numbers are 
728831 and 727687 
 
All proceeds go to Quidenham 
Children's Hospice 

Look out for Santa! 
We can expect to have a visit from Father Christmas and his sleigh on the evening of Wednesday 19th December. 

He'll be starting his journey from Hall Farm, travelling along West End, Glebe Close, High Street, Hovells Lane, Church 
Lane, School Lane, Normandy Close and Methwold Road. 

So just listen out for the music as he comes round ringing his bell and shouting Ho! Ho! Ho! (Noisy devil). Or why not come 
out and join in. Any money that Santa's helpers collect of course goes to charity. 

(You never know he might be accompanied by bulls!) 

Little Normans Pre 
School 

Little Normans Pre-School wishes to 
thank everyone who came out and 
supported its Prize Bingo, which was 
held at the Northwold Sports & Social 
Club  on  23  November  2007 a t  
7:30pm.  A great time was had by all.  
Amount raised will be announced at a 
later date.   
 
Our Christmas Nativity Play takes 
place on Friday 14 December at 
Methwold Social Club.  Times and 
costume requirements info to follow.  
There will be a raffle, and donations of  

prizes would be gratefully received.  
  
The Children’s Christmas Party will 
be held on Tuesday 18 December at 
Northwold Sports & Social Club. 
 
T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  c l o w n ,  
entertainers, party food and a visit 
from Father Christmas.  
 
Little Normans Pre-School takes this 
opportunity to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.   
 
School re-opens on Monday 7 January 
2008. 
 

Thanks 
Ann wishes to thank everyone for 
being so kind and support my mother 
in her recent break in. 
Once again thank you. 
 

                         Ann Oakey 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Paul and Nija 
On the occasion of their 
recent wedding. 
 
Best wishes from all at 
Village Life 
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The Village Life Team 
 

Editor 
Michael Parfitt 

copy@northwold.net 
Tel. 728233 

 
 

Deputy Editor 
Graeme Whiting 

Copy@northwold.net 
Tel 727425 

 
 

Advertising 
ads@northwold.net 

 
 

Circulation Manager 
Mark Elwes 

circulation@northwold.net 
Tel. 728795 

 

Committee 
 

Chair 
Carol Sharp 
Tel. 728227 

 

Secretary 
Position vacant 

 

Treasurer 
Geoff Bartram 

Tel. 728673 
 

The views expressed in submitted items are not 
necessarily endorsed by Northwold & Whittington 
Village Life. Whilst we endeavour to ensure that all 
information contained in the newsletter is correct, 
we cannot be held responsible for errors. The 
Editor reserves the right to refuse or omit items 
without explanation. 

Derek Johnson 
PROPERTY & LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 

Interior & exterior painting, wood or UPVC facia boards 
Guttering repaired, cleaned, replaced 

Roofing repairs, damaged tiles replaced 
Chimney pots & cowlings fitted 

Chimney stacks and general re-pointing 
Blocked drains & sinks cleared 
General plumbing & drainage 

Roof, patio & driveway pressure washing 
Trees & conifers trimmed or removed 

Hedges, bushes and ivy trimmed 
Fencing & decking, landscape maintenance 

 

TELEPHONE 01842 810816 

Don't forget 
w e  d o  n o t  
publish in 
January but  
keep the 
m a t e r i a l  
coming in 
just the same. 

Northwold 
Playground 

Project 
 

O n  b e h a l f  o n  t h e  N o r t h w o l d  
Playground Project I would like to 
thank everyone that came along and 
supported us at our Christmas Hall of 
Stalls on Friday 16th November.  We 
filled the Sports & Social Club with 
various craft, card, jewellery, gift & 
chocolate stalls giving people the 
opportunity to do a little Christmas 
shopping in the village.  Thornton’s 
Chocolate’s also came and gave us a 
demonstration on icing and wrapping 
and kindly shared out a few sample 
chocolates.  A thank you also goes to 
the Sports & Social Club for the use of 
their facilities.  The whole evening 
raised a total of £349.00. Once again, 
we must thank everyone for their 
support, the evening was a great 
success. 
 
Our fundraising efforts will continue 
in 2008, when will hopefully have 
notification of the recent grant that we 
have applied for.  If this application is 
successful we will be able to give the 
0-5 year olds a similar play area to the 
one already purchased for the older 
children.  We will keep you informed 
of our progress. 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
to you all. 
 
Tina Billmen 
 
On behalf of 
Northwold Playground Project 

Editorial 
 
And so yet another year has just 
about flown by. 
It never fails to amuse me when things 
go wrong during the year or we "get 
wrong with someone" that - "This is 
the happy new year we all wished each 
o t h e r  i n  J a n u a r y "  w h i l s t  t h e  
unpleasantness runs riot as it does 
sometimes. 
This has not been a good year as far as 
the village is concerned. We are 
suddenly witnessing at first hand the 
kind of crime, which I personally am 
all too familiar with. When you are 
young you can shrug these things off 
very quickly, but when you are the 
victim of this sort of crime and over 
the age of retiring, then  it can become 
a life shattering experience and 
sometimes the victims life is ruined to 
some extent for ever.  
There is little doubt that the Country is 
falling into a state of lawlessness when 
we read of gangs ruling estates in 
towns and in some cases shooting 
e i t h e r  e a c h  o t h e r  o r  i n n o c e n t  
bystanders with guns they shouldn't 
have, or stabbing people with knives. 
Perhaps someone can explain why an 
ordinary carving knife needs a sharp 
point in the first place. 
Still I'm sure the Law is doing it's best. 
We frequently get the old speed 
camera on the main road collecting a 
little more for the treasury to do 
heaven knows what with. "Still get the 
accidents though" 
 
So there you go!! I just thought I 
would cheer everybody up and get 
them in a jolly mood for Christmas. 
 
And I wish you all a happy new year 
but......... "I wouldn't bank on it"  Ed 

Ray Gribble 
Antique Restoration & Traditional Upholstery 

All aspects of antique furniture restoration including French 
polishing, cabinet repairs and traditional upholstery 

------------------------------------------- 
Traditional Upholstered Furniture  

Footstools, Sofas, Chairs made to commission 
------------------------------------------- 

Picture Framing & Mirrors 
An extensive range of mouldings including hand painted 

and gilded finishes 
Antique and Reproduction Prints for sale 

Vine House, Church Road, Wereham, King’s Lynn 
01366-500387       

www.raygribble.co.uk 
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01366 
385885 

 

Local Runs 
Airports, etc. 

PAUL’S 
TAXI’S 

A.M. Stannard 
Stoke Ferry 
 

Bouncy 
Castle Hire  
Suitable for 
Ages  1 to 10 years 
 

Andy’s Cars 
Taxi Hire 
Tel. 01366 500675 
Mob. 07748 412627 

The Nija Morgan Health Column 
Healing Synergy 

 
When I was in Morocco in October, 
my honeymoon so I’m now Nija  
Morgan, I had a Massage.  I like to see 
how treatments are given in other 
countries plus us No Hands Massage 
Therapists are know as Touch Junkies.  
Anyway the massage was lovely to 
have but nothing different basically it 
was a Swedish Massage with a set 
routine.  Afterwards I felt for the girl 
who had given me the  massage 
wondering how many massages she 
gave a day and how I was benefiting 
from the massage but she was not.  I 
felt a bit uncomfortable about that.  
When I have my No Hands Massage 
Treatment I know that my Practitioner 
is also benefiting from giving me the 
Massage as I do when I massage my 
clients, this is Healing Synergy.  To 
perform a No Hands Massage we move 
our bodies in a certain way, to the 
onlooker it looks like a workout or a 
dance or yoga or even tai chi and most 
comment that it looks like hard work 
but like any exercise to do a No Hands 

Massage is actually energising.  
That’s why when I do exhibitions I 
can work constantly and have other 
Therapists suggesting that I must be 
very tired by all  the people I’ve 
treated that day.  I am always very 
energised and I do get a buzz out of 
how people react to No Hands when 
they see it for the first time.  When I 
did a day at Mundford Village Hall I 
had quite a few of my existing clients 
attend and even though they’ve had 
many massages from me they where 
amazed to see how I actually did the 
Massage.  Some of them have got 
more out of their massage since 
because I think their understanding of 
No Hands has deepen from that day.  I 
think the reason is that they have seen 
that No Hands is about Practitioner 
and Client actually working together 
to achieve the outcomes, that’s the 
Practitioner doing the bodywork and 
the client doing the releasing so they 
can heal.  The more clients breathe, 
really feel the massage and let go the 
more I respond with the body work 
I’m am doing.  

 
This is part of what makes No Hands 
so powerful that although Practitioner 
and Client clearly have their own 
work to do throughout the massage 
session, that work creates a unique 
way of working together which is 
beneficial to us both.  I find it very 
inspirational to see people making 
changes in whatever area they need 
too by using No Hands as a support to 
do that.  My No Hands journey of 
giving, receiving and learning, 
especially being on the Mastery 
Programme has been and still is the 
most powerful experience I’ve ever 
had with the most support I’ve ever 
received.  I’ve learnt quite a few other 
therapies yet none have been to the 
depth which can be achieved with No 
Hands. 
 
I can’t think of a better gift to give 
someone for Christmas which is truly 
an experience for them or even 
yourself so I’m giving a £10.00 
discount of vouchers bought for 
Christmas. 
 
                            Nija 
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Northwold 
Village Hall 
The country's leading 
Entertainment centre 
 

At Last, all is revealed !!!! 
 

Winston Norfolk's Well Known Singing Farmer will be 
appearing at The Village Hall on Saturday 8th March 
2008.  
 
Tickets will be available initially from John Burton on 
01366 727018 They have not been printed yet but bearing 
in mind that this man is very popular it is probable that 
the tickets will be sold long before the event .  
 
If you want more information with a view to reserving 
tickets etc please Telephone John on 728233. 

Sponsor a Chair Appeal 
 
Below are listed the names 
of those who have so far 
sponsored a chair 
 
Dottie and Steve Adkins 
Betty and Roy Akers 
Lyn and Mike Arman 
Mr C and Mrs I Bailey 
John and Glenda Burton 
Gary Cater 
Gavin Cater 
Harry Cater 
Charlie Cater 
Daisy Cater 
Alan and Chris Collins 
Leonard Crisp 
Rosemary Crisp 
Forget Me Not Club 
Joseph Hawkins 
Ian Haye 
Patricia Haye 
Peter Hutchby 
Veronica Hutchby 
John Martin 
Monday Night Dance Club 
The Nickles Family 
Northwold Art Group 
Northwold Dance Club 
Northwold Produce 
Northwold Women’s Institute 
Mr and Mrs Philpot 
The Price family 
Beryl and Brian Quilter 
Robert Rabett 
Jane Rabett 
Michael, Karen, Edward and Toby 
Rickard 
Mr Storey 
Mrs Storey 
Teresa Waller 
David Waller 
Tim Elliott 
Jackie Elliott 
Eileen Hiles 
John Haylock 
Gold Blade Productions 
Ann Howarth 
Mike Howarth 
S i x  S p o n s o r s  w i s h  t o  r e m a i n  
anonymous. 
This List is growing longer by the 
week. So why not be part of it. After 
all we all use the hall at some time or 
other and  the old chairs have served 
us well for over 40 years. 
I have all the information at Village 
Life    Ed 
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B R I A N  W A T E R S  
YOUR LOCAL MILKMAN 

 
TEL : 01366 728024 

DEPOT : 01284 754720 
 

Northwold ~ Foulden 
Feltwell ~ Methwold 

Methwold Hythe 
Mundford 

MARK ROBERTS 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

Plumbing & Heating • Boiler Replacement 
Central Heating Installation 

Bathrooms/Showers • Water Softeners 
 

ALL WORK & MATERIALS GUARANTEED 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

Telephone  01366 727344 
Mobile  07887 646587 

St Andrew's Church 
Church Diary for 
December 2007 
 
Sunday2nd 
11 am Holy Communion 
              Rev Blackall 
Friday 7th 

10 am. Crib and toy service 
              Rev Nicholl 
Sunday 9th 

6. 30pm Tree festival 
              Martin Chilvers 
Sunday 16th 

8am Holy Communion 
               Rev Nicholl 
4pm Christingle service 
               Canon Rowsell 
Sunday 23rd 
11am Matins. 
               Canon Rowsell 
Christmas Eve 
11. 30 pm Holy Communion 
                 Canon Rowsell 
Christmas day. 
11am Matins 
          Keith Mcleod 
Sunday 30th 
9. 30 am Deanery Holy Communion 
            Rev Beech 
 
See the Trees 
 
An alternative “Coffee Morning” for a 
chance to see the spectacular decorated 
Christmas Trees – all illuminated. Join 
us  on  Tuesday ,  December  18 th 
Between 10. 30 am and 12 noon. 
Enjoy a glass of sherry and a mince 
pie.  
 
Proceeds will be used to cover the cost 
of the trees!! 
 

Carnations for Christmas 
 
We will  be having a display of  
carnations on the altar again this 
Christmas. It has become something of 
a tradition for several families in the 
village to make a donation towards 
this in memory of a loved one. 
 
If you would like to remember 
someone in this way, please let 
Brenda Ayres or Jackie Elliot 
know by  the  18th December. 
Thank you 

NORTHWOLD 
YOUTH CLUB 

 
For a short while, you could hear a pin 
drop at the last Youth Club while 
members were busy making different 
types of decorations for the Christmas 
Tree in St  Andrews.   Everyone 
concentrated really hard on making 
toilet rolls look like angels, paper 
plates like poinsettias, and stars and 
lanterns glitter.  We may well be 
hoovering up glitter for some time to 
come in the Sports and Social Club! 
 
During the evening we held a raffle in 
aid of Children in Need.  The Club 
raised £16.  Well done everyone. 
 
Sally and Cristina recently represented 
the  Youth  Club  a t  the  Vi l l age  
Remembrance Service.  We would like 
to say a special thank you to these two 
members for carrying out the task so 
well. 
 
By the time you read this article we 
will have had our Annual General 
Meeting, during which the members 
elect their Management Committee.  
The committee comprises adult  
members (usually the Helpers) and up 
t o  s i x  y o u n g  m e m b e r s  a n d  i s  
responsible for ensuring the Club 
meets the members ’ needs  and  
planning possible future events. 
 
On the same evening as the AGM we 
hold the Annual Quiz, hosted by Quiz 
Master Ann Howarth.  If last year’s 
quiz was anything to go by, this should 
be good fun! 
 
There will only be one Youth Club 
during December, but that will be the 
Christmas Party so more fun, food and 
frolics to look forward to!  There’s 
never a dull moment at the Club. 
 
With best wishes for Christmas and 
the New Year to our young members, 
helpers and supporters, 
 

St Andrew’s Church 
Annual Bazaar 
 
Th e  B a z a a r  o n  S a t u r d a y  2 4 th 
November was very happy day 
 
K.C.’s Carriages brought our V I 
P ,Lord Romney, High Sheriff of 
Norfolk, to “Open” the event in great 
style, and with him Father Christmas 
who retired to his Grotto to prepare 
for his many visitors. 
 
There were several new stalls and 
competitions as well as the traditional 
ones, and we are extremely grateful to 
everyone who helped in any way at all 
– including the setting up and the 
clearing away. 
 
The very grand total was £1,400 
 
Well Done Everyone!!  
 
 
         Jane Luckman 
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M E T C A L F E  
C O P E M A N  &  P E T T E F A R  

S O L I C I T O R S  -  T H E T F O R D 
 

We are an established East Anglian firm offering a 
friendly, efficient and personal service in all areas of the 
law from a modern and conveniently located office in a 

town with free parking. 

If you are moving house or wishing to plan for the future 
by making a Will, or require legal advice, then please 

call in and see us. 

Telephone (01842) 756100 

                              The Woodland Inn                                       
 Thetford Road, Northwold 

Comfort Inn  
    

Every Friday night 3 course dinner £ 13.50 
Every day lunch 2 course £7.50 

 
Bar & Restaurant open 7 day’s a week, 

Look out for our new Bar Meals & 
Snacks 

 
3 Course Sunday lunch £10.50 

For Bookings or info call 01366 728888 

November 5th 
 
Y e s  I t  a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n e d  o n  
November 5th which is commonly 
known as Guy Fawkes Night. 
  
A few allotment holders thought it a 
good idea to accumulate their garden 
rubbish and dispose of it  in the 
traditional way with a bonfire, held 
courtesy of Dave Wheatley and 
Tracey (Who's allotment the fire was 
piled on.)  
 
The editor and John Burton spent 
most of the day getting the fire 
prepared, and lots of eats and drinks 
were provided. How could we fail to 
have a good feed with Dave, the 
resident Chef of Village Life  in 
charge of the "Field kitchen". 
 
Mike Wilkinson sent the attached 
report along with some pictures which 
he took on the night. 
 
"A few allotment neighbours 
gathered on a bonfire night with-a-
difference to share a few  hot morsels, 
and some thoughts about the season. 

It was a chill wind from the north west  

Celebrating in the traditional way 
 
that fanned the flames of a bonfire that 
bade farewell to a large mound of 
weeds which had gathered from some 
of the allotment strips. 
 
Despite the lack of rain the weeds 
were still a little damp and some of us 
became shrouded in the thick fog that 
was the blinding smoke leeward of the 
fire. I now have some idea of the 
danger our fire service encounter 
w h e n  e n t e r i n g  s m o k e  f i l l e d  
buildings.  T h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  a  
refreshing end to a busy day with the 
opportunity  to meet  people  we   had  
only seen in the distance.  I would like 

to thank Michael(Ed.) and friends for  

Our one exploding firework 
inviting and welcoming us to the 
bonfire evening and hope we don't 
leave it a whole year to meet and  
greet again." 
 
                       Mike 
 
We thought about making this an 
annual event. All the rubbish 
from the allotments could be 
disposed of in one go and make 
a n  e v e n i n g  o f  i t  
Ed 

 
 
 
Transforming Touch - Transforming Lives 

Do you want 
Looser Back, Neck & Shoulders, More Energy, 
Happiness, to Slow Down and be Calm, to feel 

stronger, be in control, to be uplifted and inspired, to 
feel physically fit and stress free, 

Take Time Out For You Transform any area of your Life.   

 

 Nija Morgan                       Advanced Practitioner 
For bookings and further information  

Ring  Northwold  01366 727243 
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We’re well into 
the second half of 
the Autumn term 
now and winter 
drawers on!  The 
bu i ld - u p  t o  
Christmas is gathering momentum, 
but there is no sign yet of that last-
minute pre-performance panic that 
grips al l  teachers and teaching 
assistants (and head teachers) the 
week before the event (in our case, 
look out for signs of serious staff 
stress round about 7th December!) 
 
The week before half term saw that 
terrible attack on one of our near 
ne ighbours  who was  savagely  
mistreated and robbed by three 
cowardly attackers in her own home.  
The school community rallied round 
to help extremely quickly, holding a 
non-uniform day later the same week 
and raising £385, which four of our 
children (one from each class) were 
able to present to the lady in question 
later the same day.  Such generosity 
from all the parents, children, staff, 
governors and other members of the 
community did much to restore our 
faith in human nature – when one 
watches the news it’s very easy to 
think the world is seething with 
criminals and terrorists round every 
corner, but in fact the vast majority of 
us are kind and honest folk who 
quickly act to help others in need.  
This  i s  par t icular ly  so  here  in  
Northwold – as Caroline Whiting, our 
Chair of Governors, said at the time 
“Northwold as a community, and the 
school as part of that community, 
always comes together and helps 
people out.”   
 
The following day, some of the 
children and myself appeared on BBC 
Look East, so we each had five 
seconds of fame.  Andy Warhol, who 
Class 3 have been studying, said that 
“In the future, everyone will have 15 
minutes of fame” which means we 
still have 14 minutes and 55 seconds 
to go.  (In later life, Warhol said that 
what he meant was “Everybody will 
be famous in 15 minutes”, but at that 
point he was fed up with being asked 
constantly about his original quotation 
so came up with something silly to 
stop people asking!)   
 
As I write, (the 19th – always a happy 

day in Norfolk schools because it’s 
pay day) Mrs Stanbridge has brought 
in  today ’s  pos t ,  i nc lud ing  an  
enve lope  add re s sed  t o  “The 
Headmaster” which was postmarked 
in Peterborough with no post code 
(but it still got here – good old Royal 
Mail).  It contains a £5 note and an 
unsigned letter with no address which 
reads “Please can you pass the 
enclosed £5 to the lady who was 
robbed.  Thank you.”  I s n ’t that 
great?  As one of our caretakers, 
Doreen Randell, just said “It just goes 
to show how many wonderful people 
there are out there”.   
 
Be warned, however – we’ve since 
heard of another burglary in the 
village one evening when the house 
owners had popped out for a couple 
of hours.  A flat-screen television and 
other valuable items were stolen, so it 
just goes to show how vigilant we all 
have to be, wherever we live, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.   
 
The week before last saw Martin 
Fisher, the Bishop’s Visitor, spending 
the day with us once again.  Martin 
rounded off his visit with another 
memorable assembly which included 
him reciting by memory a hugely 
long poem about a family of dogs 
who buy a pet human for Christmas 
and don’t treat it very well!  Brilliant 
though the poem was,  with an 
important message for us all, even 
more awesome was Martin’s ability 
to memorise it.  At my age, I have a 
job remembering what day of the 
week it is!   
 
Last week, Reverend Angela Nicholl 
gave  a  lovely  assembly about  
Remembrance Sunday.  Angela has 
kindly agreed to lead out Christmas 
service in St Andrew’s Church at 
9.30am on the last day of term, 
Wednesday 19th December.  If you 
would like to attend, please contact 
Mrs Stanbridge in the school office 
(728241) 
 
Last Friday was Children in Need 
day when, in return for another non-
uniform day, the children were asked 
to bring in any loose change they 
had, or which they could wheedle out 
of their parents, grandparents, etc.  
The idea was to see how long a 
‘money line’ we could make in the 

school hall, with the end result being 
76.17m and almost £140 in cash.  The 
money line also included 2 Euros, 5 
Spanish pesetas, 2 US dimes, 5 French 
cents (from the time of francs) and a 
replica coin from the time of Elizabeth 
1st!!  A special mention and thanks 
need to be given to Lewis Stevenson 
in Class 4 who sent away (on my 
computer!) to Children in Need for his 
own pack of information and as a 
result raised £26 on his own (almost – 
his mum helped and also provided a 
prize).  Well done, Lewis, and Lewis’s 
mum. 
 
This Monday morning, as I entered 
our hallowed portals, Jim Booty was 
waiting to tell me that moles had 
attacked our playing field for the first 
time in living memory.  I can actually 
see the mole-hills clearly from my 
office, through the mist, a hundred 
yards away.  They look huge, so I fear 
a Northwold mole is as big as a small 
pig!  When we first moved to Norfolk 
and l ived in Quidenham, moles 
attacked our pristine lawn days after 
moving in!  The same thing happened 
on Sporle First School’s playing field 
shortly after I became Acting Head 
there.  They’re following me around 
and getting bigger all the time!   
 
The Mundford mole-man cometh this 
Friday to gas them out as long as it’s 
not raining.  Presumably if it’s raining 
we just have to block up both ends of 
the run and hope they drown!  Watch 
this space. 
 
So, it’s now all downhill to Christmas 
and daily the corridors and classrooms 
are ringing with the sounds of a huge 
range of Christmas songs.  Glitter, 
cotton wool, crepe paper, silver foil, 
perhaps a donkey head or two, glue, 
tea towels, to name but a few, will 
shortly be festooned in every available 
work-space and clogging the cleaners’ 
hoover.  Ho!  Ho!  Ho!  The joys of 
Christmas!   
 
All the best 
 
 
Richard Ogilvie 
 
Thanks once again for another very 
comprehensive article. As I have said 
be fo re  the  Schoo l  i s  t he  mos t  
important thing in the Village Ed 
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Established 
over 19 years 

Northwold Care Group 
 
It has come to our attention that 
new people in the village are not 
aware  o f  the  Nor thwold  Care  
Group .   There  a re  th ree  main  
functions of the Care Group.  These 
are the Lunch Club, The Hospital 
C a r  S c h e m e  a n d  t h e  N u r s i n g  
Equipment Store. 
 
Lunch Club 
This meets on the second Monday 
in each month in the Village Hall at 
12 noon.   Volunteers  from the 
village provide a two-course, home 
cooked meal, together with a glass 
of wine and a cup of tea or coffee, 
for the sum of £2.  This enables 
people to get together and have a 
chat  over  a  n ice  meal .   Those  
unable to travel to the Village Hall 
can be collected by car.  We have 
spaces for more people to attend so 
if  you would l ike more details  
please ring either Ann Howarth on 

727772 or Mr Booty on 728515. 
 
Car Scheme 
There are various volunteers in the 
vil lage who take patients to the 
Hospitals (King’s Lynn, Norwich, 
Papworth  e tc)  the  Dent is t ,  The 
Surger ies ,  Eye  Cl in ic  e tc  for  a  
nominal fee, if they are unable to get 
to these places themselves.   Please 
contact Mr Booty if this scheme 
would be of help to you, as Mr Booty 
is the Co-ordinator for the scheme.   
Also, the scheme does need more 
volunteer drivers, please, and petrol 
costs are covered. 
 
Nursing Equipment 
 
There is a store in the village of 
nursing equipment for anyone who 
wishes to borrow certain i tems.  
(Walking frames, toilet seats, etc - 
items for the disabled)  Please contact 
Mr Booty for details.  

On Sunday 18th November thirty-one 
members and their partners from the 
Northwold Art Group went on a 
Coach trip to the Castle Museum at 
Norwich to see the Watercolours and 
Drawings from the Collection of 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. 
 
 A total of 73 exhibits from her 
collection were on show embracing 
a r t i s t s  a s  d i v e r s e  a s  T h o m a s  
Gainsborough and John Bratby.   
From the first portrait of Queen 
E l i z a b e t h  a s  t h e  y o u n g  L a d y  
Elizabeth Bowes Lyon aged seven 
years, to watercolours marking her 
100th birthday, the exhibition is a 
wonderful record of both her private 
and public life. 
 
 The trip was enjoyed by everyone 
and we look forward to more 
Museum and Gallery visits in the 
future. 
 
             Glenda and Patsy 
 

Northwold Art Group 
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 The Woodland Inn                                        

 

Northwold W.I. 
Then and Now 

Dominic Writes 
Judging f rom al l  accounts  our  
Women’s Institute had a very good 
time at their 21st birthday party. There 
were 21 founder members present and 
it was most appropriate that the real 
founder of the branch, Miss Goodrich 
was able to come along and see her 
child’s coming of age party. 
 
There will be changes in the local W.I. 
at the elections next month. Miss G. 
Barber has been treasurer for all the 21 
years (And I believe, has had a large 
share in the production of a birthday 
cake each year), but she has signified 
her wish to hand over to some other 
member. Likewise Mrs Eyles, who has 
served long and well, would like to 
see some other member installed as 
president. 
  

Northwold’s 21st Anniversary 
Members of Northwold Women’s 
Institute celebrated the 21st birthday 
anniversary.  Mrs J .V.Eyles the 
p r e s i d e n t  w e l c o m e d  M r s  W .  
Sanderson, V.C.O, a member of the 
county executive committee and Miss 
M. Goodrich who was the founder of 
the branch. The latter was presented 
with a bouquet by Mrs W. Card, Mrs 
Hartley presented the president and the 
secretary, Miss A.Brunton with a vase 
of flowers and also gave out the 
month’s  birthday buttonholes. 
 
Miss G. Barber, who is resigning from 
her post as treasurer which she has 
held since the W. I started, received a 
box of chocolates in appreciation of 
her years of service. The birthday cake 
was made, iced and decorated by Miss 
Barber and Miss Goodrich lighted the 
21 candles. 
 
It is believed that Miss Barber has 
been connected closely with the 
making of every birthday cake in the 
history of the branch. 
 
Entertainers from Lynn provided an 
enjoyable programme. 

Northwold WI Celebrate 
their 70th Birthday 
 
On the evening of 13th November, 
more  t han  30  member s  o f  t he  
Northwold WI visited the Mulberry 
restaurant in Thetford to celebrate the 
group’s 70th birthday.  The evening 
was a great success with almost 
everyone enjoying a delicious meal, 
unfortunately an administrative error 
in  the  k i t chen  re su l t ed  in  one  
member’s meal being far from ideal! 
  
There was a great deal of happy 
chatter and reminiscing followed by a 
birthday raffle and the promise of a 
bir thday cake at  the December 
meeting! 
  

Thanks again  to Charlie Askew we 
have some press cuttings of the W I 
21st Birthday. Unfortunately the 
cuttings were not too clear on being 
scanned so I have re typed them word 
for word. Ed 

W1 dining 21st century Style 

N o r t h w o l d  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  
meetings for December 2007 
Friday7th. Shirley Ginelli 
 
21st Mark Smith Chris tmas    

Special  

Gary Boyce Shop opening 
times Christmas and New 
Year 
Mon 17th Dec. Closed 
Tues 18th 8am - 1pm 2pm 5.30 
Weds19th 8am 1 pm 2pm - 5.30 
Thurs. 20th8am -1pm 2pm-5.30 
Friday 21st Sat 22nd Closed 
Sun 23rd 7.30am -5pm 
Mon 24th 7.30am - 2pm 
Tuesday 25 - Friday 28 Inclusive 
Closed 
Sat 29th 7. 30am - 5pm 
Sun 30th 7.30 am - 5pm 
Monday 31st to Thursday 3rd Incl 
Closed. 
This is published to help the 
community not as an advert.  Ed 

P l o u g h  M o n d a y  
celebrations on January 
7th. Mummers play, Molly 
dancers and more. 
Just turn up and enjoy it!! 
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O u r  P a s t  
According 
To POG Aka  
Mike Coley 

“Hold yew hard together, just in case 
you’d forgot tha’s ommus Chrissmas 
agen I thought I better gi’yer suff’n a 
bit  seasonal f ’ra change”.  W e l l  i t  
crossed my mind that perhaps a few 
fairy lights could be a nice subject for 
us to have a bit  of a mardle about 
today ,  e spec ia l ly  i f  those  l igh t s  
happened  to  be  coun ted  in  the i r  
millions and if they were particularly 
special lights by virtue of them being 
entirely natural in origin. The lights I 
refer to sparkle and gleam underfoot as 
a  r e s u l t  o f  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  
Phosphorus in the l iquefied mud. 
Beautiful undoubtedly, But beware, 
like all magnificent sights there are the 
inevitable words of caution attached to 
help the unwary avoid the inbuilt  
pitfalls that are potentially fatal to the 
unwary who dare to flout the warnings 
g i v e n  a n d  w h o  f a l s e l y  i m a g i n e  
themselves equipped to cope in this 
totally alien environment without 
proper guidance. You know, this is not 
only a great chance for me to share 
with you the glory of this amazingly 
beautiful quirk of nature, something I 
hasten to say which is by no means 
unique to me incidentally, although I 
would hazard a guess that it remains 
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  f e w  w i l l  h a v e  
experienced for themselves. But hang 
on dear friends, there’s more to come, 
much more because I also want to tell 
you of the heart stopping adventure 
that unfolded for me in the middle of 
that night, something that I have never 
forgotten and which I always imagined 
to have been the price to be paid for 
m y  i m p e t u o s i t y  i n  e n g a g i n g  i n  
something that  began as  a  visual  
spectacular and which culminated in 
my playing a starring roll in a scary 
scene from a Hammer-like House of 
Horror film. ( help, ) 
 
All this occurred very much in Nelson 
Country incidentally, merely a stones 
throw from the village of his birth in 
fact, indeed one of the 7 Burnham’s 
actually. This one  lays next to the sea, 
b e i n g  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  i t  b y  a n  
e x h i l a r a t i n g  w a l k  a c r o s s  o p e n  
meadows, quickly followed by an 
exhausting trek up and down the steep 
and muddy sides of the many deep and 
irregular creeks which score the land 
and which have to be negotiated in 
order to cross that vast salt marsh. This 
veritable marathon is finally concluded 
by surmounting the dunes that separate 
the marsh from the beach.     

The initial object of this expedition 
( escapade as it turned out ) was to 
shoot myself a brace of duck for the 
pot from the evening flight. Later to 
catch some fine fat sea trout to sell to 
the hotels in and around Burnham 
Market before making our laborious 
way home. A friend of mine, local to 
the area was my companion on this 
occasion, as he had been so many 
times previously. I have to say that his 
knowledge  o f  the  c rea tu res  tha t  
frequent this place and of the actual 
terrain was and is far superior to mine 
and I had the utmost confidence in his 
guidance. We carried our shotguns 
during the outward journey and then, 
after making the desired kill we came 
upon that warm and dry place where 
we maintained a secret store were we 
were able to hide our firearms whilst 
embarking on the second part of our 
trip. It was also the place where we 
stored our 40 yards or  so of  haul  
netting snugly out of sight during the 
day. So we proceeded to swap our 
guns for these new tools of the trade 
and continued out towards the sea.  
 
We first laid the nets out neatly on the 
beach, ready for the anticipated action 
that was to come. Only then did we 
retire back into the dunes where we 
planned to grab a couple of hours of 
shut-eye before the rigours of the next 
stage of our plan could begin. 
It was lovely, the sound of gently 
lapping waves on the shore, combined 
with the natural tiredness that laid 
easily upon us following the rigours of 
our previous exertions during the day. 
All this made sleep the more easily 
achievable at that time. At last the time 
came, it was when we determined to 
swim abreast out into the open sea, 
towing our net behind us as it opened 
out as planned in the form of a great 
ho r se shoe  shaped  funne l  wh ich  
ultimately lead into a sack-like trap 
just waiting for the unsuspecting haul 
of fish to swim into it. 
  
If you have ever swum into the see at 
night, you will be aware that the light, 
such as it is, plays all manner of tricks 
with the mind as well as with your 
vision. Swimming some 40 yards from 
the nearest human being gives quite a 
degree of seclusion as you strike out 
for the distant horizon, normally an 
ideal situation for mulling over ones 
thoughts. The thoughts that were going 
through my mind on this occasion 
however were not the normal positive 
images  tha t  usua l ly  dwel l  in  my 
subconscious, but were those that were 
inspired by a recent visit to Sheffield 
of all places, where I was  booked to 
work during the early part of that 
week. Working away from home has 

its drawbacks, especially if, like me 
you happen to be a non-drinker. The 
evenings tend to be mind numbingly 
long and tedious affairs.  On this 
occasion however I  was looking 
forward to visiting the local cinema 
which happened to be screening the 
l a t e s t  b l o c k b u s t e r  o f  t h e  d a y , 
‘JAWS’. I was suitably impressed by 
the  performance and took those  
screen images back home with me.  
 
How-sum-ever,  back to the North 
Norfolk coast, where I was manually 
trawling for Sea Trout and Mullet. 
Y o u  k n o w ,  w i t h  t h e  e y e -line 
necessarily at water level you tend to 
see a split level picture of everything 
and although the waves are quite 
small, they take on a new significance 
in  your  mind.  The cres t  of  each 
looking more and more like the fin of 
a Great White Shark. ‘Preposterous’ 
I hear you say, and I would normally 
agree with you but in this instance, 
having spent  a l l  my t ime giving 
myself the sternest of stern talking’s 
to, I was in danger of loosing the 
argument.  Then i t  happened, the 
g r a n d  f i n a l e ,  I  w a s  p h y s i c a l l y  
attacked in open water by something 
very large and compared with me, 
immensely powerful. It struck me so 
hard that it winded me completely 
and then, in a flurry of activity it went 
on to r ip the net  I  was towing to 
shreds. I dropped my load and tried to 
make a dash for the shore, ‘joke’ have 
you ever tried to escape from water in 
a hurry? Don’t bother it’s futile.  
 
Well needles to say I survived the 
encounter, later discovering that my 
attacker had not been a man-eating 
shark at all but a pretty large Seal 
( well they get quite big too you know) 
That encounter had a lasting effect on 
me and as much as I had loved the 
activity previously I confess that I 
never repeated the exercise after that 
night. ( call me a scairdy cat if you 
like )   
 
Well my dears, do have a wonderful 
Christmas and try not to eat too much 
festive pudding lest you end up with a 
body like mine ( heaven forbid ) rest 
assured  tha t  I  sha l l  be  Looking 
forward to Looking Back with you 
all again for the fourth year of  my 
d r o n i n g  o n  w i t h  m o r e  o f  P o g s  
piffle” ( can you stand it for another 
year I ask? ) .  
Anyway, do Please Accept These, 
My Sincerest Seasonal Greetings, 
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DIDLINGTON NURSERIES 
 

Why not visit our walled in garden Nursery 
for all your trees, shrubs perennials, winter pansies 

and bulbs 
Aquatic Plants and much more 

Winter hanging baskets available now 
                                                 Cut Flowers available  

                                       Free range eggs 
Trees and hedging available from November 

Tel. (01842) 878288 

 

Est. 1962 

GARY BOYCE 
Traditional Quality 
Butcher and Delicatessen 
 
25a High Street 
Methwold 
(next to Fire Station) 

Telephone 01366 728512 

Ivor Hook has gone away 
for  Chris tmas  and has  
rented out his house to his 
friend Cliff Hanger. 
Cliff   has been messing 
about on Ivor's Computer 
and  come  up  wi th  th i s  

offering. Thanks Cliff 
A Christmas 

Mystery    
 
It was a long time ago in the village of 
Northwold and all was not well! 
 
The vicar was at the rectory preparing 
his sermon for the carol service. The 
Bishop was to attend and it was 
beginning to frustrate him. He was 
desperate for something new to preach 
but inspiration refused to come. In 
temper he stabbed his paper knife into 
the desktop and reached yet again for 
his decanter of whisky. 
 
The bell ringers were having their 
weekly practice and it had sounded 
terrible. Some new recruits were being 
unfairly blamed for the disastrous 
evening. It was freezing cold and they 
were all vehemently arguing with each 
other. The usually placid Bell Captain 
was in a bellowing rage. Unbeknown 
to the others he had locked the door of 
the church tower and was about to 
demand they all remain until the 
ringing improved.  
 
The Village Squire had just returned 
home to the Manor House from a days 
hunting with fellow landowners. 
Everyone had finished with a fine bag 

of game apart from himself. Gout had 
troubled him all day and was his 
excuse for shooting everywhere but 
s t r a igh t !   He  sc reamed  a t  h i s  
manservant who had laid out the 
wrong smoking jacket for his evening 
meal. He was unusually nervous, as 
he was about to dine the attractive 
widow from the shop next door.  
 
The landlord of the Crown Inn was 
seldom sober but he was normally 
harmless. However the shooting party 
had used his hostelry for their lunch. 
They had enjoyed a dozen or more 
bottles of his best brandy but they had 
deliberately short-changed him when 
settling the bill. He had hoped for a 
handsome tip but instead he was now 
deeper in debt. He sat behind the bar 
sobbing with his head in his hands. 
 
The farmer’s promiscuous daughter 
was pregnant again. She had been 
knitting the baby’s layette when the 
grocer’s delivery boy had let slip that 
the beloved boyfriend was already 
betrothed. She put on her topcoat and 
armed with a pair of knitting needles 
hurried through the snow down the 
High Street.  
 
The village poacher had been asleep 
all day. Last week he had beaten up 
his poor feeble wife with the butt of 
his two bore. She was nursing a 
broken arm and bad bruising so she 
was unable to carry out her laundry 
work. She did the washing and 
ironing for most of the large houses in 
the village. Anxious for comfort she 
had become too friendly with one of 
her wealthy employers.   
 
A while later with snow falling 
heavily and in front of the Village 
Hall there lay a body curled up in a 

ball. There was a pool of blood around 
the head and all signs of life had 
expired. There had been murder in 
the sleepy village of Northwold! 
 
The village policeman was fast asleep 
in front of a log fire when there was a 
loud banging on his front door. Very 
reluctantly he stirred and answered the 
summons. In rushed several people all 
shouting that there had been a terrible 
tragedy down the road. He gathered 
up  h is  he lmet  and  whis t le  and  
followed them out into the night. 
 
To be continued at a later date. 
By Cliff Hanger  

Now taking orders for local free range 
turkeys. Also Turkey Boneless breast, 
cockerels and geese. 
Hampers made up to you requirements.  
Cheese boards starting from £10 

Orders required by  Saturday 8th December 
Please join in our Great Recipe Prize draw. Pick up an 
entry form in our shop. Pay just £1 to enter. If you do not 
have a recipe just purchase a draw ticket for £1.  First prize 
£50 meat voucher. 2nd luxury preserve hamper. 3rd large 
fruit basket. Draw takes place December 20th. All proceeds 
to cancer charity 

Dear Editor 
 
In last month's Village Life, Pog 
mentioned my Father, George Crisp 
planting a variety of fir trees around 
his house, which is correct. 
 
However they were planted to shelter 
the house in bad weather when I was 
very small.  
 
I was born in 1925 so it was a long 
time after the war, and not connected 
with the First World war. 
 
All the best 
 
              Audrey Crisp. 
Nice to hear from you Audrey and we 
hope you are well. 
Pog  definitely did put this obvious 
mistake in his last article. maybe he 
couldn't see the wood for the trees! 
Ed  

A Letter From Audrey 
Crisp 

Christmas Trees and 
Holly Wreaths now ready 


